KING'S   LYNN

from his own side, is later in date. But there is nothing
legendary about John's two days visit in 1216, for it was after
being lavishly entertained by Lynn that John made his disas-
trous retreat across the Wash, where he lost his treasure and
personal possessions. Two days later he died at Newark
Abbey.

In the thirteenth century Lynn, with its extensive system
of waterways, became one of the chief ports for the export of
wool and hides to the Netherlands and Hanseatic ports and for
the import of wines.   A mint was set up in the town ;  the
Hansa opened a steelyard opposite St. Margaret's Church;
the Jews settled in Jews' Lane Ward.   Lynn was also a market
for the produce of the Marshlands and had a famous cattle
fair.   In Edward IIFs reign the Flemish weavers contributed
to the town's prosperity.   The street names, Skinner's, Bax-
ter's, Webster's, Fuller's, Mercer's and Woolpack St., all bear
witness to the many trades which flourished.    Ships were
built there for Edward Ill's navy, and the Lynn fleet sailed
yearly to La Rochelle and Bergen.   There were thirty-eight
guilds in the town, the hall of the guild of Holy Trinity being
now used as the Town Hall   The wealthy merchants built fine
houses along the water front and their hospitality was famous.
Edward Ill's visit to the town is commemorated on a brass to
a merchant in St. Margaret's Church, on which a feast to a
royal personage is depicted.   His visit was occasioned by the
fact that his mother, Queen Isabella, was living at Castle
Rising, four and a half miles away.   So far historians have not
white-washed * the she-wolf of France ', who was responsible

264